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The well fraught bowl 
Cirtles incefiant ; whilft the humble ceil 
With quavering laugh, and rural jefts, refounds. Philips. 

Now the circling years difclole 
The day predeftin’d to reward his woes. Popes Odyjf. 

Circled, adj. [from circle . ] Having the form of a circle ; round. 

"I h’ inconftant moon, 

That monthly changes in her circled orb. Shakefp. R. andj. 
Ci'rclet. 71. f. [from circle.] A circle; an orb. 

T hen take repaft, ’till HefperUs difplay d 
His golden circlet in the weft cm {hade. _ Pcpe s OciyJJ. 

Ci rcling, participial adj. [from To circle.'] Having the fomi 

of a circle; circular; round. 

Round he furveys, ahd well might, where he ftood 

So high above the circling canopy 

Of night’s extended {hade. Miltons Parachfc Lofl , b. m. 
CIRCUIT' 0 n.f. [circuit, Fr. circuit us, Latin. ] 
s. The ad of moving round any thing. 

The circuits, in former times, went but round aoout the 
pale ; as the circuit of the cynofura about the pole. Davies. 

'There are four moons alfo perpetually rolling round the 
planet Jupiter, and carried along with him in his periodical 
circuit round the fun. IV atts s Improvement. 

1. 'fhe fpace inclofed in a circle. 

He led me up 

A woody mountain, whofe high top was plain 
A circuit wide inclos’d. Milton s P aradife Lrjt , h. vni. 

3. Space ; extent ; meafured by travelling round. t . 

He attributeth unto it fmallnefs, in refpeft of circuit. 

Hooker , b.v. f. 19. 

The lake of Eolfena is reckoned one and twenty miles in 
•. Addifon on Italy. 

L. A ring ; a diadem ; that by which any thing is incircled. 

And this fell tempeft fhall not ceafe to rage. 

Until the golden circuit on my head 

Do calm the fury of this mad-brain’d flaw. Shakefp. Hen. \ 1* 

5. T'he vifitations of the judges for holding affiles. 

6. The traft of country vifited by the judges. 

7. Circuit of Adiicn. In law, is a longer courfe of procecd- 
1 ino- to recover the thing fued for than is needful. Cewel. 

To Ci rcuit, v. n. [from the noun.] To move circularly. 

Pining with equinoftial heat, unlefs 
The cordial cup perpetual motion keep, 

Quick aradting. ^ , . PM f 

Circuite'er. n f. [from circuit.] One that travels a circui . 

Like your fellow circuitcer the fun : you travel the round o 
the earth, and behold all the iniquities under the heavens. Pope. 
Circui'tion. n.f. [circuitio, Lat.] 
j. The aft of going round any thing. 

2. Compafs ; maze of argument ; compreheniion. _ . 

To apprehend by what degrees they lean to things in ino , 
though not indeed repugnant one to another, require* more 
fharpnefs of wit, more intricate ciremtwns of d ; f “ urf 5 »J" d 
depth of judgment, than common ability doth yield. HooU . 
Circular, adj. [ circulars , Latin.] 

1. Round, like a circle; circumfcribed by a circle?. 

The frame thereof feem’d partly circular , 

And part triangular. , fany $ueen, t. »• 

He firft inclos’d for lifts a level ground ; ^ 

The form was circular. . . 

Nero’s port, compofed of huge moles running round it, 

in a k°nd P of 'arm hr figure. . JUHJHb Remarh m ltd,, 
z. Succeffive in order ; always returning. 

From whence tV innumerable race of thing > _ 

Ey circular fuccefiive oroer ipnn D s. j 

-> Vulgar ; mean ; circumforaneous. „ , . 

Had Vireil been a circular poet, and clofe.y a . 

hiftory, how could the Romans have had Dido g 

Circular Letter. A letter direfted to feveral perfons, 

4 - have the fame Inteieft in feme common affair 5 as in the con- 

'circui l“’ le Such ftrait lines as are divided from the 
* fiESSf?* arch of a circle - as the lines of fines, 

cstfsz. “£ ssa 

Circularly, adj. [from circulai . J 

1. In form of a circle. feveral regions, in- 

The internal form o c U trc , ’ or of 

volvmg one another ok eac h other. Burnet. 

the feveral elements caft cinulai ly abo 

With a circular motion. . , * 

■ ' Trade; which, like blood, foouM c.rcuhv I ) ' > 

Stopp’d in their channels, found its freedom oft. 

F very body moved circularly about my c, , 
endeavour Jrccedc, from that center of its motion. ^ Jv- 
To Circulate, -v. n. [from circulus] 
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Swift, 


to run round ; to return to the place whence it departed in a 
conftant courfe. 

If our lives motions theirs muft imitate, 

Our knowledge, like our blood, muft circulate. Denham, 
Nature is a perpetual motion; and the work of the uni- 
verfe circulates without any interval or repofe. VEJlrange. 

In the civil wars, the money fpent on both ftdes was 
culated at home ; no publick debts contracted. 

To Circulate, v. a. To put about. 

Circulation, n.f [from circulate.] 

1 . Motion in a circle ; a courfe in which the motion tends to 
the poiiit from which it began. 

What more obvious, one would think, than the circulation 
of the blood, unknown ’till the laft age ? Burnet s Theory. 

As much blood pafl’eth through the lungs as tnrough all the 
reft: of the body : the circulation is quicker, and heat greater, 
and their texture extremely delicate. Arbutbnot on Aliments « 

2. A feries in which the fame order is always obferved, and 

things always return to the fame ftate. . 

As for the fins of peace, thou haft brought upon us the 
miferies of war ; fo for the fins ot war, thou feeft lit to 
deny us the bleiTing of peace, and to keep us in a circulation 
of miferies. . OhayUs. 

God, by the ordinary rule of nature, permits this continual 
circulation of human things. Swift on Modern Education. 

3. A reciprocal interchange of meaning. 

When the apoftle faith of the Jews, that they crucified the 

Lord of glory ; and when the fon of man, being on earth, 
afftrmeth that the fon of man was in heaven at the lame 
inftant, there is in thefc two fpeeches that mutual circulation 
before mentioned. Hooker , b. v.J. 53 * 

Circulatory, n.f [from circulate.] A chymical vefjel, , in 
which that which rifes from the veflel on the fire, is collected 
and cooled in another fixed upon it, and falls down again. 
Circulatory, adj. [from circulate.] Circulatory Letters arc 

the fame with Circular Letters. 

Circum a'mbiency. n.f. [from circumambient .] 1 he ait ot 

^Ice’receivcih its figure according unto the furface whereof 
it concrete*, or the circumambicncy which conformcth it. 

Brown’s Vulgar Err our s, b. n. c. r. 

CIRCUMAMBIENT, adj. [cir cum and ambio, Latin ] Sur- 
rounding; encompaffing; inclofing. »-v»p 

The circumambient coldnefs towards the ftdes of th^vdW, 

like the fccond region, cooling and condenfmg of • • 

To Circumambulate, v. ». [from circuit and ambulc, Lap] 

To CIRCUMCrSE. v. a. [, ctrcumado , Latin.] i o cut 
prepuce or forefkin, according to the law given to the Jews 

6„e y is alarmed at the induftry of the wh.gs m arming » 
ftrengthen their routed party by a f 

cumcijea. - 


CiRCUMci'sioK. n.f. [from f iraomifeg The rite or act of 

cutting off the forefkin. , . , 

They left a race behind 

Like to thcmfelvcs, diftingui&able fcarce 
From Gentiles, but by circumafan v am. Milt.P . g 

To CIRCUMDU'CT. v. a. [arcumduco, Lat.J lo con 

VC ATofTudicature may be cancelled and clrcumdudd by the 
wiil and direftion of the judge; as alfo by the conto of the 
Arties litigant, before the judge has p„crfand^n 

fentence. * ** 

Circumdu'ction. 77 . f [from circumduct.] 

*• ^“^“"cumduaed, though the defendant 

fhouid not appear ; and the defendant muft 
cumdudlion requires. J * 

CIRCUMFERENCE, n.f [circumferentia, Latin.] 
f¥lre periphery f the lineQudingind furroundmg any thing. 

This be thy juft circumference, O world ! Miltons Par f°f 
Becaufe tlfe hero is tl/e center of the mam ^ ** 
lines from the circumference tend to him alone. J f / dr . 

A coal of fire, moved nimbly in the fire . 

cle, makes the whole circumference appea. jf ewtm ’ s Optids. 

2; The fpace inclofed in a circle. 

r So was his will ^ 

Pronounc’d among the gods, and by an oath, 

That fhook heav’n’s whole circumference, col 
He firft inclos’d for lifts a level ground. 

The whole circumference a mile .round. Vi^en 

3. The externa] part of an orbicular body. of the 

s The bubble, being looked on ? *^, t ciram fe- 

clouds reflefled from it, leemc ret. • • t p e co lourat its 

r«t«. If the clouds were viewed through . 0}tkh . 

circumference would be blue. nr Kirular 

4. An orb; a circle j any thing circular or orUcu.-r. 
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His pond’rous ihield, large and round. 

Behind him caft ; tire bvovl ««««/“' tnC mMs Par . UJl. 
Hung on his fhoulders hL - ^ nQun j To include in 

To Circumference, z. a. [ 

a circular fpace. bo( j y included only in itfelf. 

Nor is the vigour of d g at indeterminate 

or anumferenced by \ r f wn ^ Vulgar Err owes, b. u. r. 2. 

d'ftances. [from circumfero, Lat. to carry about.] 

An inftrument ufed ,n furveying, for mearuun c m ? 

filling of a brals c.rcle, m mde. 1 foc ’ ket chamber s. 

pafs, and mountea on a ftaft, wit An accent ufe d to 

including or partlci- 
^e^» £ cin amrMe rime, and^ 

circumfluent .] An inclofure of 

CIRCUMFLUENT, adj. [circumfluent, Lat.] Flowing round 

.my thing. ^ ru j e tbe Paphian race, 

Whofe bounds the deep circumfluent waves embrace, 

A duteous people, and induftrious ifle. . °‘. e s 

Circumfluous, adj. [circumfluus, Lat.] Environing with 

waters. 

He the world 

Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide .. . . 

Cryftalline ocean. Milton’s ParadfeLofl, b.v m 1.2 g. 
Laertes’ fon girt with circumfluous tides. Pope s Odyfl. 
CircumFQRa'neous. adj. [circumfloraneus, Lat.] Wandeimg 
from houfe to houfe. As a circumforaneous fidler ; one that 

plays at doors. „ _ _ j 

To CIRCUMFU'SE. v. a. [ circumfujus , Lat.] To pour round ; 

to fpread every way. . n . r 

Men fee better, when their eyes are againft the iun, or 

candle, if they put their hand before their eye. The glaring 
fun, or candle, weakens the eye; whereas the light a. rcu m- 
fufled, is enough for the perception. _ Bacon’s Nat. Hiflory. 
His army, circumfus’d on either wing. ^ Milt. Par. Lojt. 
Earth, with her nether ocean, circumfus d 
Their pleafant dwelling-houfe. Milton’s P aradife Loft. 

This nymph the god Cephifus had abus d. 

With all his winding waters circumfus’d. Add'fl Ov. Mfl- 
CiRCUMFU^sile. adj. [circum and fufllis, Lat.] , That which 
may be poured or ipread round any thing. 

Artift divine, whofe fkilful hands infold 
The vieftim’s horn with circumfuflle gold. Pope s Odyjf. 
Ci rcumfTsion. n f. [from circumfufe.] The a<ffc of fpread- 
ing round ; the ftate of being poured round. 
To’CIRCUMGYRATE. v. a. [circum and gyrus, Lat] To 
roll round. 

All the glands of the body be congeries of various 
forts of veflels, curled, circumgyrated, and complicated to- 
gether. Ray on Creation. 

Circumgyration, n.f. [from circumgyrate.] The act of 
running round. 

The fun turns round his own axis in twenty-five days, 
which arifes from his firft being put into fuch a circumgyration. 

Cheyne s Philofophical Prin. 
Circumjacent, adj. [circumjacens, Lat.] Lying round any 
thing ; bordering on every fide. 

Circumince'ssion. n. f. [from circum and incedo, Lat.] 

A term ufed by the fchool- divines to exprefs the exiftence 
of three divine perfons in one another, in the myftery of the 
trinity. Chambers. 

Circum i't i on. n.f [from circumeo, circumitum , Latin.] 
The aft of going round. Didt. 

Circumliga'tion. n. f. [circumligo, Latin.] 

1. The aft of binding round. 

2. The bond with which any thing is encompafled. 
Circumlocu'tion. n.f. [circujnlocutio, Latin.] 

l. A circuit or compafs of words; periphrafis. 

Virgil, ftudying brevity, could bring thefc words into a 
narrow compafs, which a tranflator cannot render wi*out 
circumlocutions. Dryden. 

I much prefer the plain Biilingfgate way of calling names,' 
becaufe it would fave abundance of time, ioft by circumlo- 
cution. Sivift’s Mifccllanies . 

1. The ufe of indireft exprefiions. 

Thefe people are not to be dealt withal, but by a train of 
myftery and circumlocution. Id Efllr an ge. 

Circummu'red. adj. [circum and murus, Lat.] Walled round; 
encompaffed with a wall. 

lie ha* a garden circummur’d with bricks. Shakefp . 
v iRv.umna / vig able. adj. [ from circumnavigate. ] That 
which may be failed round. 

1 he being of Antipodes, the habitablenefs of the torrid 
zone, and the rendering the whole terraqueous globe circum - 

V Cline .A)} e 71 .7 


_ navigable. 


Ray on the Creation. 
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I o CircumnaVigate. v. a. [circum and navigo, Lat.] To 
fett round. J 


CIR 

, r rf ror n circumnavigate.] "I ^ lS aLt 

Gircumnaviga'tic.n. n.J. U rom 

of failing round. circumnavigation of Africa, 

What he fays conccrnu 0 - s ver y remark- 

from the ftraits of Gibraltar to ^ - ‘ Arbuthnot on Coins. 

ClfcuMPLicA'T.OK. n.f [eUenmpUg .Lat] 

1. The aa of enwrapping on every fide. 

2 . The ftate of being f um and Stars near the 

of placing anything citoiMlj; ■ ^ m bafcetg „f 

Now IS your fealon -or 1 Kaler.dar. 

earth. . _ • T atin 1 1’he aft of 

Circumra'sion. n.f [circumrafio, - ] 

*aving or paring round. _ t ♦. j 

Circumrota'tion. n.f [orci,m zn- > ■ , g f fhat 0 f a 
The aeft of whirling round with a motion lute 

wheel. Circumvolution. 

2. The ftate of being whirled round. .. 

To CIRCUMSCRIBE, y. a. [circum and fe? 100, -j 

1 To inclofe in certain lines or boundaries. 

2 To bound ; to limit; to confine. _ 

The good Andromciis, 

With honour and with fortune is return d; 

From whence he circumfcribed vnth his lu 0 ™’ „ , . 

And brought to yoke th’ enemies of Rom t. Shakefv 1 

Therefore muft his choice be circumfcrio ci 

Unto the voice and yielding of that body, 

Tin u ’ Umne] St-akc p. Hiisnlet . 

Whereof he s head. . 

And form’d the pow 7 rs 01 heav n 
Such as he pleas’d, and circumfirib’d their being MiU<m 
The aftion great, yet circumflrib’ d by time ; 

The words not forc’d, but Aiding into rhime. _ Dryden. 
We fee that the external circumftances v. hicji uo accom - 
pany mens afls, are thofe which do auumfnbe ggjggg 

them. - 

You are above 

The little forms which circwnfribc your fcx. Southern. 
Circumscription*, m f [circumfcriptio, Latiih] 

1. Determination of particular form or magnitude. _ 

In the cirewnfeription of many leaves, flowers, fruits ana 

feeds, nature affefts a regular figure. Ray on the Creation. 

2. Limitation; boundary; contraction; confinement. 

I would not my unhoufed free condition, ^ 

Put into circumfa iption and confine. Shakefp. Othello. 

Circumscriptive, adj. [from cir cumf crib c] Inclofing the 
fuperficies ; marking the form or limits on the outlide 

Stones regular, are diftinguifhed by their external forms . 
fuch as is circumjcriptive, or depending upon the whole {tone, 
as in the eaglc-ftone; and this is properly called the figure. 

Crew’s Muflum. 

CIRCUMSPECT, adj. [circumfpcdlum, Lat.] Cautious; atten- 
tive to every thing ; watchful on all ftdes. 

None are for me, 

That. look into me with confid’rate eyes: 

High-reaching Buckingham grows circumfpedi. Shak. R.IlI. 
Men of their own nature circumfpedi and flow, but at the 
time difcountenanced and difeontent. Haywood. 

The judicious doftor had been very watchful and circum- 
fpedi , to keep himfelf from being impoled upon. Boyle. 

Circumspection, n.f [ from circumfpedi. ] Watchful nefs on 
every fide ; cautious ; general attention. 

Obferve the fudden growth of wickednefs, from want of 
care and circurnfpedtim in the firft impreffions. Clarendon. 
So faying, his proud ftep he fcornful turn’d, 

But with fly circu?nfpedlion. Milton s Paradife Lojl, b. iv. 
Circumspe'ctive. adj. [cir cumf picio, circumfpcctum, Latin.] 
Looking round every way ; attentive; vigilant; cautious. 

No lefs alike the politick and wife. 

All fly flow things, with cir cumf gedtive eyes. Pope’s Effay. 

CircumspeCtivel y. adv. [from circumfp:diive.] Cautioufly ; 
vigilantly; attentively; with watchfulncls every way ; watch- 
fully. 

CircumspeCtly. adv. [from circumfpedi .] With watchful- 
nefs every way ; cautioufly; watchfully; vigilantly. 

Their authority weighs more with me than the concurrent 
fuffrages of a thoufand eyes, who never examined the thing 
fo carefully and circumfpetiiy. Ray o . the Creation . 

CircumspeCtness. n.f [{tom circumfpedi.] Caution; vigi- 
lance ; watchfulness on every fide. 

'Travel forces circumfpedlnefs on thofe abroad, who at home 
are nurfed in Security. JVoiton 

CPRCUM STANCE, n.f [cir cumf antra, Latin.] 
i . Something appendant or relative to a faft ; the fame to a 
moral aftion as accident to a natural fubftance. 

v\ hen men are ingenious in picking out circumjlanccs of 
contempt, they do kindle their anger much. Bacon’s E flays. 

^ Our conlefling or concealing perfecuted truth-, vary and 
change their very nature, according to different n rciunfl ances 
of time, place and perfons. South. 

2 . The 


